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Legal Address: 

Habitat for Humanity Allegheny Valley 
1913 Freeport Road 

Natrona Heights, PA 15065 
 

Habitat ReStore 
1170 Industrial Blvd. 
Habitat Offices  NEW 
1172 Industrial Blvd. 

New Kensington, PA  15068 
E: info@habitatav.org 
Ph: 724-594-1051  NEW! 

 

For Housing Applications: 
By phone:   724-226-0606 AVAC Offices 

Online - www.habitatav.org - In person at ReStore! 
 

For Info or Work Schedule 
Contact: Exec. Director/ReStore Manager 

Mrs. Diane Belitskus 
Phone:     724-337-8347   
FAX:        724-337-8615   

Cell:         412-889-5033 (Diane) 
E: diane@habitatav.org  

 

Habitat Web Site:   
www.habitatav.org      

Online volunteer sign-up! 
Online donations accepted! 

www.habitatav.org 

*Bringing communities and families in need together to build simple, decent, affordable homes to sell for no profit and with no interest on the mortgages. 

Celebrating 14 Years since incorporation in 1996! 

Habitat BlueprintHabitat BlueprintHabitat Blueprint   

Serving Northern Allegheny & Westmoreland Counties 
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Saturday, Sept. 11, 2010 

Ã a New Month for this Event! 

Ã Year Two at the Galleria @ Pittsburgh Mills! 

Join us in our 

ĵc¥ŉĹúĖŉúÀĶ {¥ĄĂŇeŔĎŇeúÌ× èĖĹ B¥¶úŉ¥ŉæ 

Register and pay online (PayPal) @ www.habitatav.org  
Or stop in to the Habitat Restore to register and pay with your credit card! 

Galleria@Pittsburgh Mills 

 Carol Harris Staffing will 

once again be the major sponsor 

for the Walk/Run/Ride for Habitat!  

Carol is celebrating her tenth year 

as the major sponsor for this event 

which is eleven years old in 2010! 

 Carolôs staff participates 

on committees and the day of the 

event by helping with every aspect 

of our Walk/Run/Ride. 

                                                          

The venue from last year will             

be the same - the                                                      

Galleria@Pittsburgh Mills but           

the start location will change.   

After battling the wind last year  

we are moving around to the back 

of mall near the Linen & Things 

entry.  Look for the tent! 

 We are trying something 

new this year with registration - 

see inside on page 7 for more in-

formation!  See you on 9/11! 

Carol Harris Staffing Steps Up on 9/11/2010  

http://www.habitatav.org/
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 July 12, 2010 - Can it be? 

Over half-way through the year al-
ready with the West Tenth Ave house 
completed, homeowner moved in and 
Open House on July   , 2010!  Wow! 
 

 July 12th and we have a 
homeowner for 62 Elm Street as well - 
it took awhile but we found the perfect 
candidate! 
 

 July 12th and we have a 
homeowner for the upcoming project 
in Arnold, PA, a single working Dad 
and his single working son - now 
thatõs a new one for us but this is a 
great family unit!  The address of this 
house will be 1364 Fifth Ave.  Demoli-
tion of the current structure (which is 
much too large for this family and 
structurally unsound) will be next 
week and then we can begin construc-
tion of the new home once we have 
our permits ready to go. 
 

 Again, Wow - I say that a lot in 
this job but it fits! 
 

 So, what has been happening 
over the spring and part of the sum-
mer???  For one thing - our new office 
space is almost ready for renting to 
companies or individuals who are 
looking for a large area for an event, 
meetings, or all day conferences.   
 

 There is a kitchen with dish-
washer, ovens and a full size refrigera-
tor and microwave (no cook top), two 
bathrooms - one handicap accessible 
(and a chair lift for a lot of stairs that 
we need to extend), lots of tables and 
chairs to accommodate large and 
small groups - it is a perfect space for 
your group! 
 

 We had our first òSummer 
Pamperingó that was a resounding 

success for the almost 40 
that attended.  We did not 
get a picture of all the 
women around the table 

with their facial masks on - I 
regret that - it was a riot!  Sorry 

ladies, I know it was relaxing but I was 
on the outside looking in - and all 
those white faces - was funny! 
 

 We cannot thank Mary Lou 
Laskey, Silpada Representative 
enough for bringing her gorgeous 
jewelry and displaying it for us to pur-
chase.  She also gave her entire profit 
for that evening to Habitat!  And, she 
gave away a piece of jewelry as a door 
prize that was gorgeous - but I cannot 
remember who won - we donõt want to 
know, it was very pretty and we all 
wanted it! 
 

 We also thank our BeautiCon-
trol Consultant, Renee Costanzo for 
giving our ladies such a relaxing eve-
ning.  Many  tables full of women en-
joyed this special treatment of soft 
music, relaxing talk and a great facial. 
 

 Our ReStore employee, Sara 
played a part by 
getting her 
Mother and sister                        

to do waxing 
(Mom) and nails 
(sister) for those 
that were inter-
ested - and many 
were!  After a long 
day at work - they 
came and helped pamper our Habitat 
friends and volunteers! 
 

 Thank you to all these       
ladies for making this event such a 
success! 
 

 That is some of what we did 
this summer! We have a lot of fun, 
laughing, (and even silliness at times) 
goes on in the Habitat ReStore but 
with all the hard work we do - we de-
serve it!  If you have not been to see 
us - please do.  Our Habitat work sites 
are volunteer friendly places - and our 

Habitat ReStore is a people friendly 
place! 
 

 Another summer activity is all 
the changing we have been doing - 
using our great summer volunteers!  
Some of the kids come during the year 
also but some can only come during 
the summer - because they live some-
where else!   
 

 Our Ohio group is coming in 
on Sunday, July 11, 2010 (last night as 
I write this) - always a great group - 
always great workers (how do they do 
that??) and a great friend, John 
Renock, leads the team - we canõt 
thank him enough for making sure we 
have the help we need during the 
summer months.  Wait until they see 
what we have planned this time! 

 

 Would our summer be com-
plete without Jamie Dillonõs great 
group from Fox Chapel??  No way!  
She will be with us for three days - 
July 19-21st!  On the 21st we hope to 
get landscaping done at one of our 
houses. 
 

 Our companies keep coming - 
Siemens will send us a group of 25 on 
July 21st - we will get a lot of re-
distribution done that day for sure! 

 

 Please read all about the 
òPatrioticó Walk/Run/Ride.  We want 
this to be a yearly event celebrating 
and remembering at the same time 
with a ceremony for our troops!  
Please try to come at 11:30 a.m. at the 
back of the mall near ITT Tech to par-
ticipate!  If you know a unit that would 
like to be recognized, let us know! 
 

 This wonderful Allegheny 
Valley and its wonderful people!  We 
thank you so much for your support of 
our efforts! 
 

 God Bless this valley, our 
great country and God 
Bless all of you! 

Tell me - is this 

not funny??!! 
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T 
hat the space 
above our ReStore 
is now òHabitat 

House Meeting and 
Conference Centeró 
and available to any-
one looking for some 
great space for family 
events, meetings, con-
ferences, anything 
that requires extra 
space, facilities for 
cooking and lots of 

chairs and tables!  A 
donation of $25/hr is 
requested.  Arrange-
ments can be made 
for non-profits. 

T 
hat we went from 
having no families 
and two houses to 

three families and two 
houses all in one 
week!  Habitat is an 
amazing ministry but 

also puzzling at times! 

T 
hat we are slow to 
implement our new 
òBrush with Kind-

ness due to a lack of 
volunteers to proceed 
with this program.  
Interested?  Want to 
lead a crew?  Weõre 
looking for you!! 
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2010 Board of Directors 

Come join us as we help relieve our Allegheny Valley of substandard 

housing.  We always need good board members willing to get involved! 

   Help Build It! Mr. Dale Serjeant                               dserjeant@Leedsworld.com
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 Unbelievable - this house build, that is! 

 A wonderful opportunity for our affiliate from Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Hu-

manity sponsoring this house - and we could not have had more problems. 

 We started out wanting to give Thrivent as much publicity as possible so we began 

at the Pittsburgh Mills and built some walls up there for about a month.  We also wanted to 

raise awareness about the need for low-income housing in our area and hoped that all this 

would present us with a homeowner for the house - last year!!! 

 Then we moved the huge tractor trailer truck full of walls (thanks to Weleski's - a 

great partner) to 126 West Tenth Ave. and began to assemble the house in Tarentum - last 

year! - still no homeowner. 

 Then we ran into trouble with the foundation and were delayed - still no home-

owner. 

 We began to build with help but not as much as we needed and wanted the home-

owner to be able to help build - but still no homeowner.  And you all remember our winter???  

Just a bit of snow fell and put us even more behind schedule! - yep, no homeowner. 

 Then one day Alyson walked into the ReStore and said that someone told her they 

thought she might qualify for a Habitat home - we said, go online and fill out the application 

and go see the house in West Tarentum - she did - both, qualified, saw the house, loved it for 

herself and her two children and in just a little over a month®s time working long hours for 

Penn Dot and working on the house in the evenings (Dave, our construction manager gave her 

jobs to do) she and her children managed to fulfill her 350 sweat equity hours for home owner-

ship.  She continued to work hard at her ¯real° job and at the house in the evenings when she could.  This is a mother of two 

remember who had to also cook, clean, take care of family - and put in all these hours in addition to her job.  One week she told 

me she worked ten hours, came home for two hours and went back for another ten.  She said when you work, you need to 

work because if there is no work you get laid off.  This woman is a worker - that was evident. 

 To make sure that she would get her $8,000 tax credit - we had to hustle as June 30th was the deadline and wouldn®t 

you know it - I went on vacation June 23rd (planned for months - and, come on - it was my daughters birthday).  But, Board 

President Brad Walters, Treasurer Gary Merge, Asst. Treas. Maryann Engleson and Attorney Jerry Little (Bless you Jerry!) came 

through with the closing for her on Friday, June 25th (the occupancy permit was issued on June 21st) - talk about a close call.  I 

cried when I saw the e-mail that they had actually pulled it off in record time.  Again, thanks to everyone but especially Jerry 

Little - our Habitat Angel for the year! 

 So the Thrivent Build that went a little astray; came back on track with a wonderful partner family very deserving of a 

beautiful house thanks to all the hard work by so many volunteers. I would not be able to mention all of them but will mention 

our Construction Manager, Dave Pakulski who does what it takes to get things done, Lee Blayden who helped out as many days 

as possible, many when no one could be there but Lee and Dave, our wonderful Saturday crew of Tom Hughes, Herman Marini, 

Henry Pieczynski - and on and on with Lutheran groups, other church groups, board members, you name it, they helped. 

 Alyson and her family moved into the house almost immediately (a housing need for her was real) but she is allowing 

us to have the Open House in spite of that - you may get this newsletter after it is over (I hope I have your e-mail so you can be 

notified about it and can come!) but know that this was a very special build and as always using very special volunteers!! 

 I know that Alyson is very grateful to the Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity program through Habitat for Hu-

manity International and Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.  We are also grateful but relieved that once we did get our home-

owner, she was absolutely perfect for this build.  As Alyson said after she saw the house - but hadn®t been approved - ̄ I just 

know this is my house, I can feel it!° 

 An end to a long story but with Habitat for Humanity the mission always shines through - helping those in need of sim-

ple, decent, affordable homes in the Allegheny Valley - even if it did take more time than we expected! 

 Thanks to everyone who helped make Alyson®s 

dream of a home for her two children a reality! 

New Home Build 

ǒ Thrivent Builds Grant 

for 126 West Tenth 

Ave, Tarentum 

ǒ Begin build at the mall 

to raise awareness 

ǒ Move to site - many 

delays! 

ǒ We are 

DONE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
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Habitat Restore Coupon...50% Off 

Habitat Restore 
1170 Industrial Blvd. 
New Kensington, PA  15068  
724-337-8347 

Present this coupon for: 

May not be used with other promotions. 

50% Off 
Your entire one day purchase 
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May 1, 2010   Galleria at Pittsburgh 

Mills - Macyõs Court 

 The first ever Building Blocks 

Blitz was held in the Macyôs Court at 

the Galleria at Pittsburgh Mills spon-

sored by Habitat for Humanity Alle-

gheny Valley. 

 Lisa Cravey was the Chair-

person for this event which attracted 

many area schools and all ages.  

(Lisa wrote most of this article). 

 St. Joseph High School in 

Natrona Heights took top honors of 

the day with their team of three going 

away with 3 $500 savings bonds.   

(Lisa) We allowed for 10 teams and 

every spot was filled at the event. We 

had students from St. Joeôs, Gateway, 

Plum, Riverview, Ft. Crawford & Mar-

tin Elementary in New Kensington and 

Stewart Elementary in Lower Burrell.  

We also had Valley High School and 

HD Berkey in New Kensington.  

 Each team was given the 

same number, size and shape of 

Legos in a bag.  The prize categories 

ranged from Most Creative to Most 

Realistic, along with some thrown in 

by one of the Architect Judges who 

loved some of the houses so much he 

wanted to give the teams a             

special prize. 

 The kids all had a blast, as 

well as the parents, and we have re-

ceived a lot of positive feedback and 

promises to attend next year. 

 We also raised awareness 

for Habitat, as people shopping at the 

mall were stopping to look and ask 

questions, and even give donations.                                                                   

 Our old and dear friend, Tom 

Wasilowski, AIA and Bob Barrage 

were the judges for the event.  It was 

nice to see both of them and we hope 

they will help us again next year! 

 We plan to have the event in 

March next year before all the kids get 

too busy with school year-end activi-

ties.  Watch for the date on our web 

site! 

June 11, 2010   Habitat House  

Meeting and Conference Center 

 A Summer Pampering was 

conceived because of so many hard 

working volunteers in our Restore who 

were leading very busy lives (most 

volunteering other places as well) or with 

jobs that kept them very busy.  These 

volunteers were tired - and needed 

some ñPamperingò so we decided to 

give it to them. 

 Over forty signed up for this 

event but the evening of the event we 

had about 32 people - mostly women - 

attend.  Actually, there were only 

women (men were invited) but one of 

our teen volunteers offered to help by 

taking some of the pictures you see to 

the left - and Nick is shown with the 

camera taking pictures at the bottom 

right of that collage! 

 Mary Lou Laskey marylou-

laskey@gmail.com did a great job as 

Silpada Consultant as did Renee Co-

stanzo (412-655-2243) as the Beauti-

Control Consultant.  We would like to 

do this event again sometime and 

thank these two women for their time 

spent  and Mary Lou who donated the 

profit from her sales for the evening!  

A great time was had by all! 

No Expiration Date: 

Habitat Restore Coupon...50% Off 

Habitat Restore 
1170 Industrial Blvd. 
New Kensington, PA  15068  
724-337-8347 

May not be used with other promotions. 

50% Off 
Your entire one day purchase 


